West Virginia Human Rights Commission
2013 Fair Housing Poster Contest

April is Fair Housing Month, and in an effort to celebrate and commemorate the Fair Housing Laws in West Virginia, the West Virginia Human Rights Commission is hosting its second annual Fair Housing Poster Contest.  The purpose of the contest is to demonstrate non-discriminatory housing for all people regardless of race, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, blindness, handicap or familial status.  The contest theme is “A Place Called Home: Fair Housing is the Law!”.   Each poster should demonstrate that West Virginians have the right to fair housing and lending practices and, thus, have the right to live free from discrimination in the housing of their choosing.
Who is eligible?
All middle school students (grades 6-8) in West Virginia’s public and private schools.

How do I enter?
· You must create an original color poster (landscape format, sized 8½’ x 11”) demonstrating the theme    “A Place Called Home: Fair Housing is the Law!”.  
· Any materials can be used.
· All entries must be labeled on the back with: student’s name, student’s age, student’s grade, student’s school name, and student’s art or other sponsoring teacher.
· Submit, along with your poster, the entry form attached.

What are the prizes?
A picture of each winning  poster will be placed on the West Virginia Human Rights Commission’s website at: http://www.hrc.wv.gov.
The top three winners will be chosen by a panel of West Virginia Human Rights Commission employees and Commissioners and will receive:
· 1st place - $100 
· 2nd place - $75 
· 3rd place - $50 
In addition, the 1st place winner’s school will receive $275 for school supplies.

All entries must be postmarked by Friday, APRIL 12, 2013 
to be considered for top prizes.
Please fill out the entry form below and send it along with your entry in order to be considered for a prize.  Please be sure information is legible and complete or child will be disqualified.  
Entrant’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Age: __________________  Grade: _________________
Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
                             ________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________  Alternate Phone: ____________________________________
Parent’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Parent’s E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________________________
School Name/Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Teacher’s Name_____________________________ Teacher’s E-Mail: ___________________________________
By signing this form, I hereby grant permission to have my child’s name, age, school, and artwork appear in publications distributed by the West Virginia Human Rights Commission. 
Signature: __________________________________________  Date: ___________________________












Information for Teachers on Fair Housing


What is Fair Housing?  The West Virginia Fair Housing Act states that it is illegal to discriminate in the sale or rental of housing, in the terms and conditions of that sale or rental, or in financing of housing because of race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, blindness, disability or familial status (presence of children under the age of 18).
What are some common examples of Fair Housing violations?
· Minorities or families with children are told an apartment is already rented when, in fact, it is not.
· A woman trying to purchase a home is held to a higher purchase standard than a man.
· “Steering” – a realtor only shows apartments or houses in certain neighborhoods that are prominent in a specific race or national origin.
· Segregation by floor, building or development based upon race, national origin, etc.
· Refusing to allow reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities (example – leasing a 2nd floor apartment to a wheelchair-bound tenant in a building without an elevator).
Purpose of the contest:
· To create awareness in middle school aged children of the importance of providing equal opportunities to people of all races, colors, genders, etc.
· To creatively express an understanding of today’s fair housing related challenges

A note to teachers and parents/legal guardians:
Please note that a parent’s or legal guardian’s signature is required on each entrant’s entry form giving permission for that child’s name, age, school, and artwork to be distributed in publications and displayed at Fair Housing events throughout the state.  Entry forms without a parent’s or legal guardian’s signature will be disqualified from the contest.


For more information or with questions or concerns, please contact:

Marshall Moss or Tiffany Caldwell, Housing Division
West Virginia Human Rights Commission
1321 Plaza East, Room 108A
Charleston, WV 25301
(304) 558-2616, ext. 76211
Toll-free: 888-676-5546
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fax: (304) 558-0085

Co-Sponsored by the West Virginia Housing Development Fund (WVHDF)
